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IDEAS improves the lives of Salvadorans &

refugees in Mexico
Dear Friends,

Our recent innovative activities build on our continuity of working with Central
Americans  for  34  years  and  our  pioneering  work  in  evaluation  and  impact
investing.

1.  This  month  we  are  celebrating  the  conclusion  of  the  3-year  project  of
assisting young people in Suchitoto, a rural area in El Salvador. IDEAS
channeled monthly funds to our account to support those who have obtained
university education through a program of scholarships of the Atlanta Friends
Meeting. 

During  these  years,  the
beneficiaries  of  the  scholarships
have  formed  their  association  to
take  over  the  oversight  of  the
scholarship  program.  We  began
teaching  enterprise  development
skills needed by the graduates so
they could stay and serve their own
communities.

2.  We  led  four  graduate  level  courses  at  the  Jesuit  university  in  El
Salvador. Our internationally recognized expertise in different methods of the
evaluation  was  sought  out. We  taught  110  Salvadoran  professionals  to
expand their skills in evaluating in order to changing their programs.

For  4  months  the  students
were supervised by Carter in
the  classroom  and  in
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provide  their  leaders  with
concrete  ways  to  improve
their  social  impact.  The
students  were  able  to
overcome  many  challen-
ges  including  evaluating  in
communities  ruled by  violent
gangs. 

The participants improved the services of microfinance institutions, non- profits,
credit unions, public schools, and social services. We are happy that many of
the  programs  focus  on  ways  to  encourage  Salvadorans  to  stay  and
develop their communities instead of joining the tens of thousands who see
no other real option to improve their lives other than to migrate.

3. In the news, you have seen the desperate conditions of over 300,000 Central
Americans fleeing violence and poverty, flooding into Mexico with the dim hope
to go to the US.

IDEAS  created  a
program  providing
sustainable support to
Central American refu-
gees  and  immigrants
in  Mexico.  Previously,
Mexico  has  been  a
country  of  transit  but
now  it  is  a  destina-
tion for refugees.

This project aims to support individuals and families that have decided to live in
Mexico, instead of keep heading to the U.S. We have been finding partners in
Mexico willing to provide credit, employment, and housing to this population. 

In February and March, Carter and a Mexican enterprise expert did extensive
interviews in 5 cities in Mexico. We are in dialog with key actors and Mexican
institutions linked to the support for Central American immigrants and refugees
that have decided to stay in Mexico. Most are providing excellent emergency
services but have not yet thought about longer term development.

We  created  awareness  among
these institutions about the relevance of
lending to  this  underserved population.
We have helped these organizations to
overcome  their  skepticism  about
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We are initiating collaboration with
NGOs  that  offer  training  for
business  education  and  offer
housing  services,  at  least  for  a
short-term.  Generally,  we  see
opportunity  areas to provide more
and  better  services  to  refugees.
Mexican  and  international
institutions  are  very  interested  in  this  IDEAS  program  as  they  see  us  as
visionaries and pioneers in this new effort.

Obviously,  the  coronavirus  that  has  hit  Mexico  hard
has  slowed  our  work,  but  the  same  virus  is
driving thousands more out of their home countries in
Central America and to Mexico explosively expanding
those in need of these services.  

We  are  really  benefiting  from  the  support  of  Juan
Gomez  Cruces,  a  Mexican  national  who  is  working
part-time  in  our  Atlanta  office.  As  Coordinator  of

International Outreach during the last 3.5 years, Juan has worked on several of
our Latin American programs.

We  would  greatly  appreciate  your  continuing  support  to
IDEAS innovative work! You can help change lives.

A foundation grant matches your donations.

You can send a check made out to IDEAS to the address below, or to donate
online, please click on the link:
https://www.networkforgood.org/donation
/ExpressDonation.aspx?ORGID2=62-1190942

Thank you for making a big difference in
Mexico and Central America!

Carter Garber, Executive Director    
cgarber@ideasnet.org     www.ideasnet.org

Make a donation to IDEAS today!
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IDEAS, 1702 Dancing Fox Road, Decatur, GA 30032
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